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VISION STATEMENT AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

VISION STATEMENT  

The following statement reflects the community’s vision for the West Kelso Neighborhood: 

West Kelso is a safe, clean, and healthy neighborhood with a strong sense of community engagement and 

economic opportunities. The neighborhood is known for being a great place to live, raise a family, run a 

local business, or visit because of the attractive streets and buildings, and a thriving local business district. 

West Kelso is also a great place to walk with interconnected sidewalks, trails, parks, activities on Main 

Street, and a strong visual connection to the waterfront. Significant reinvestment by both the public and 

private sector continues to strengthen the neighborhood.   

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1. Safe Community. In order to thrive the West Kelso Neighborhood must be perceived as safe and 

inviting with low incidents of crime.  

2. Clean Environment. West Kelso must be clean and inviting for residents, employees, and visitors 

as well as to attract renewed investment in the community.  

3. Healthy Community. The West Kelso Neighborhood must support healthy lifestyles by providing 

high quality parks, open spaces, trails and access to healthy foods and reducing drug addiction.  

4. Economic Opportunity for All. West Kelso must support economic opportunity for West Kelso 

residents and the region that provide living wage jobs.  

5. Engaged Community for the Future of West Kelso. The citizens of Kelso and West Kelso must be 

actively engaged in shaping the future of the neighborhood for the benefit of the community. 

6. Support Youth. West Kelso must provide opportunities for kids to thrive by supporting an active 

and healthy lifestyle and by providing educational opportunities. 

7. Community Investment. The community, including the City of Kelso, community organizations 

and the citizens, must commit to creating a better future for West Kelso.  

8. Support Local Businesses. The local businesses in West Kelso should be supported by the local 

community to provide a range of goods and services and employment opportunities.  

9. Walkable. One of West Kelso strongest assets is the interconnected street grid and sidewalk 

network that should be maintained and strengthened over time.  

10. Attractive. West Kelso should be attractive and a place people want to live, work, and visit.  


